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Ciiaracter Generic us. 

Dentes Primores fu peri ores duo bifidi. 

Inferiores quatuor : intermediis breviori- 

bus. 

Laniarii utrinque plures. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 73. 

Character Specific us, &c. 

SOREX cauda rnediocri, corpore fupra nigri- 

cante, fubtus albicante. 

SOREX cauda rnediocri fubnuda, corpore ni- 

gricante, fubtus cinereo. 

Erx. Ma?nm. p. 124. 

MUSARANEUS dorfo nigro ventreque albo. 

Merret. pin. p. 167. 

Inter quadrupedes Britanniae rariores merito nume- 

ratur parvulus hie Sorex, ab illis folummodo qui 

pnecipuam feientire naturali navant operam, obfervari 

folitus. In Europa fere omni nafeitur, et ut docet 

dominus Pallas, in Sibiria frequenter reperitur. In 

Gallia annum circiter millefimum feptingentefimum 

quinquagefimum fextum a domino Daubenton de- 

tedus et deferiptus eft. In Anglia longe antea cogni- 

tus. 



tus, inter animalia tamen deperdita habebatur, donee 

annum circiter millefimum feptingentefimum fexageli- 

mum odtavum, juxta coenobium de Reevefoy in comi- 

tatu Lincolnienft iterum deprenfus lit. Vixdubitan- 

dum eft quin in aliis multis Anglias partibus poffit in- 

veniri. Cur tamdiu incognitus manferit in caufa effe 

videtur obfeuritas latibulorum, (amat enim ripas flu- 

viorum, locaque aquofaj nec non communis hujus. 

modi rerurn incuria. In certis Buckingamiae locis 

nequaquam rams eft, et Oxonim vicinio : fedem vero 

fibi potiffimum delegit in aggeribus fluminis Collegii 

Beatas Marias Magdalenas ambulacra circumcuntis; 

ubi non raro mortuus jacet, quod et Sorici Araneo 

Linnet, feu vulgari faspius accidit, a qua fpecie facil- 

lime primo intuitu, colore nempe longe diverfo, dig- 

nofei poteft. * 
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THE 

WATER-SHREW. 

Generic Character. 

Two cutting Teeth in each jaw. 

Long (lender No/e: fmall Ears. 

Five. Toes on each foot. 
Tennant. 

Specific Character, &c. 

SOREX black above, whitith beneath. 

MUSARAIGNE D’EAU. 

Taubenton Mem. de F Acad. de Paris, 1756, 

p. 211. t. 5. f. ,2. 

WATER-SHREW. 

Pennant Hijl. Ouadr. p. 480. 

This animal may be numbered amongft the rarer 

quadrupeds of Britain, and is but very feldom noticed 

except by thofe who pay a more than ordinary degree 

of attention to the natural productions of our kingdom. 

It appears to be a native of almoft every part of Europe, 

and from the obfervations of Dr. Pallas it fhould feem 

to be very well known in Siberia. In France it was 

difeovered and deferibed by Mr. Daubenton in the 

year 1756. In England it had long before been no¬ 

ticed ; 



ticed; but was confidered amongft the loft quadrupeds of 

our ifland till about the year 1768, when it was again 

obferved in the neighbourhood of Reevefby-Abbey in 

Lincolnfhire. It may probably be difcovered in many 

other parts of the kingdom, and its continuing fo long 

undifiinguifhed muft partly be afcribed to the obfcurity 

of its retreats, under the banks of rivers, and in wa¬ 

tery places, and partly to a mere want of attention to 

obje&s of this nature. In fome parts of Buckingham- 

lliire it is not very uncommon , it is alfo found in the 

neighbourhood of Oxford ; and it feldom fails to relide 

in the banks of the river furrounding the water-walks 

of Magdalen College; and is not unfrequently found 

dead by the edges of the walks, in the fame manner as 

the common Shrew, or Sorex Araneus of Linnaeus, 

from which it may always be moft readily diftinguilhed 

by its very different color. 


